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Special List 
GRG 1/44 Police reports to the Coroner 

Series 
Description 

These reports were compiled by police officers and 
forwarded to the City Coroner. 

Information includes, in some cases: name, age, former 
address and occupation of the deceased; date, place and 
circumstances of death; relatives of deceased person, name 
of witnesses, name of police officer and date of report. 

Includes reports on the deaths of patients at Parkside and 
Adelaide Lunatic Asylums. 

Until the 1960s they relate only to deaths and fires in the 
Adelaide Metropolitan area. 

Series date range 1879 – 1982 

Agency 
responsible 

State Coroner’s Office 

Access 
Determination 

Records open after 50 years 

Contents Index of police reports to the City Coroner for 1917. 

Arranged by year of report being filed, then by surname or 
keyword. Each report has its own annual single number. 

2 December 2015 

Police Reports to the Coroner from 1879 to 1910 are 
indexed by Jill Statton's South Australian Record Series 
volumes 1 and 2 - available in our Research Centre.
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THE 

C I T Y 

CORONER Is 

P 0 L I C E 

R E P 0 R T S 

F 0 R 

1 9 1 7 



A 

February 8 Apps, Frederick James 51. 

February 24 Annells, Ruby Julia Rosa 67. 

May 21 Appleby, Reginald George 173. 

May 28 Anderson, James Wallace 179. 

June 5 Argent, Mary 184. 

June 20 Atkinson, George L. 201. 

July 19 Alexander, Constance 231. 

August 20 Allen, Charles 267. 

September 4 At ton, John 284. 

October 9 Allen, Mabel Mary Ann 
Elizabeth 320. 

October 25 Ah Chee, Gwendoline 330. 

November 26 Amey, Maud 355. 

B 

January 2 Boyce, Isabella 1A. 

January 6 Bitmead, Gertrude Mavis 11. 

January 23 Burton, William 26. 

January 28 Bushell, Henry 30. 

January 31 Beckworth, Sydney 38. 

February 19 Badcock, Charles E. 61. 

February 21 Brokensha, Eva E. 69. 

February 28 Brinkworth, Horatio Allison 74. 

March 20 Beattie, Jessie 97. 

March 28 Beck, Jene 105. 

April 2 Baker, Richard Charles 107. 

April 11 Bohnsack, Francis Carl 118. 

April 12 Blasi, Peter Noel 121. 

April 13 Bright, Edward 123. 



B ( ... cont.) 

May 10 Brew, Catherine 161. 

May 16 Barowski, Antony 168. 

May 24 Bowhey, Ann 175. 

May 25 Brady, Margaret 177. 

May 27 Bright, Percival 178. 

May 30 Buss, Roy Cecil Stanley 181. 

July 1 Batt, Jrunes 213. 

July 8 Batt, Sarah Adelaide 222. 

August 25 Bail, Thomas 272. 

September 10 Brown, Lansell 290. 

September 21 Bennett, Mary 300. 

October 6 Burzacott, Willirun 316. 

October 17 Bristow, Alice 322. 

November 4 Buxton, Harold Jrunes 341. 

November 12 Bartleet, Percy David 347. 

November 13 Barkla, Percy 348. 

c 

January 8 Coonan, Leon Kathleen M. 13. 

February 3 Corrigan, Annie 45. 

April 30 Cox, Willirun 142. 

May 4 Clark, Frederick George 151. 

May 11 Cox, Mary 163. 

May 14 Cawley, Jessie 165. 

May 18 Cochrane, Frederick 170. 

June 12 Candett, Howard L. 191. 

June 25 Cubbins, Mary Alice 208. 

June 29 Cain, Michael 211. 

July 5 Coombe, Hartley Raymond 220. 



August 

August 

August 

September 

September 

October 

October 

October 

October 

November 

December 

December 

December 

March 

April 

July 

July 

July 

August 

August 

October 

November 

February 

14 

16 

27 

10 

22 

4 

7 

18 

28 

26 

1 

6 

29 

7 

25 

14 

21 

21 

19 

27 

21 

7 

11 

c ( ... cont.) 

Considine, Michael 

Chettle, William John 

Cavanagh, Michael 

Collett, Charlotte 

Case, ·Francis Michael 

Clark, Elizabeth Brown 

Clark, Harry 

Carter, James William 

Coonan, Lily Evelyn 

Chambers, Janet Hannah: 
twins of 

Conroy, Catherine 

Chandler, Margaret Eliza 

Camp, Albert 

D 

"Dick" (Aboriginal) 

Dearlove, John Henry 

Dingly, Charles 

Dunn, · Rosanna 

Dibble, Rachael 

Dunstall, Hazel 

Dixon, John 

Dunk, Stanley William 

Dyer, George 

E 

Emblen, Annie Elizabeth M. 

260. 

262. 

276. 

288. 

302. 

314. 

317. 

323. 

332. 

356. 

361. 

374. 

403. 

85. 

139. 

230. 

233. 

235. 

265. 

274. 

327. 

343. 

54. 



,---

February 

March 

April 

May 

May 

July 

September 

September 

October 

November 

February 

March 

March 

April 

June 

July 

September 

September 

October 

November 

December 

December 

January 

January 

23 

6 

12 

10 

16 

6 

1 

10 

8 

4 

15 

5 

8 

10 

14 

9 

2 

26 

28 

3 

5 

30 

2 

1 

E ( ... cont.) 

Evans, William Henry 

Evans, William 

Edwards, George Baker 

Erikson, Martin 

Ellis, Frederick Herbert 

Edwards, Arthur M. 

Elder, John 

Edwards, John 

Evans, Sydney Wallace 

Evans, Mary Allport 

F 

Fidge, Oliver James 

Fisher, Raymond Claude 

Fennell, Patrick 

Flottmann, Theodore 

Freeman, Allan Harold 

Faulkner, Ernest 

Fry, John James Howard 

Fletcher, Kenneth 

Foster, Robert Flinders 

Freebairn, Andrew 

Flint, Helen Vance 

Francis, Joseph Henry 

Fires at:-

Birkenhead - Arthur Lock 

Norwood - Archibald Campbell 

68. 

84. 

122. 

159. 

169. 

221. 

279. 

289. 

318. 

328. 

58. 

82. 

87. 

117. 

194. 

225. 

280. 

304. 

333. 

336. 

369. 

409. 

1. 

2. 



January 

January 

January 

January 

January 

January 

January 

January 

January 

January 

January 

January 

January 

February 

February 

February 

February 

February 

February 

February 

February 

March 

4 

5 

6 

8 

10 

12 

18 

21 

22 

24 

29 

29 

30 

2 

3 

7 

11 

12 

15 

20 

26 

1 

.Fires at:- ( ... cont.) 

Norwood - Charles De Laine 

Goodwood - Alfred Young 

New Parkside - Thomas 
Francis 

Joslin - Stewart C. 
Handesyde 

39 Hindley Street - John 
Pei pas 

City Arcade - A.G. Liddell 

7 Magill Road - Charlotte 
Humphreys 

Rundle Street - Town & 
Country Stores 

West Park Lands 

Hills near Burnside 

Toorak - Ernest Andrew Malin 

Norwood - Percy Samuel 
Keynes 

Goodwood - John Joseph 
Elwood 

Railway Station - Engine 
Room 

Norwood - Herbert James 
Denton 

5 Collins Street - John 
Edward Newman 

141 Waymouth Street -
Mrs. Paryce 

Welland - William Frederick 
Letcher 

154 North Terrace - Mabel 
Savage 

247 Currie Street -
Mrs. Woodie 

Hindmarsh - Job Hallet 

College Park - R.N. Finalson 

6. 

7. 

10. 

12. 

14. 

15. 

21. 

24. 

25. 

27. 

31. 

32. 

37. 

40. 

46. 

50. 

55. 

56. 

60. 

64. 

73. 

76. 



March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

March 

April 

April 

April 

April 

April 

April 

April 

April 

April 

May 

May 

May 

May 

May 

4 

5 

8 

9 

12 

12 

23 

27 

27 

3 

5 

15 

15 

20 

23 

23 

25 

30 

2 

10 

15 

16 

21 

Fires at:- ( ... cont.) 

Thebarton - Alexander Hurtle 
Sharp 

Croydon - Graves Hill & Co. 

Waymouth Street - King and 
Co. 

North Adelaide - Richard 
Kimber 

Hectorville - Thomas Galagher 

67 Flinders Street - Henry C. 
Robertson 

Rundle Street - Grand 
Pictures 

Hindmarsh - John Peter 

241 Pirie Street - Keane 
and Co. 

Mile End - Jane Cadd 

Glenelg - Harold Leslie 
·Penfold 

Bowden - Meshack Hall 

Woodville - Walter Charles 
Fry 

123 Hanson Street - Mrs. M.K. 
Chambers 

Hindmarsh - Gas Company 

Beverley - Willsmore, John 

81 Flinders Street 

Portland - Alice May 
Southern 

Rundle Street - Thomas Grace 

6 Caire Street - Mrs. J. 
Doyle 

Currie Street - Thomas 
Holman 

King William Street -
Napoleon Hotel 

King William Street - Blitz 

78. 

80. 

86. 

88. 

90. 

91. 

98. 

102. 

104. 

108. 

115. 

124. 

128. 

134. 

136. 

138. 

140. 

143. 

146. 

162. 

166. 

167. 

174. 



May 

May 

June 

June 

June 

June 

June 

June 

June 

July 

July 

July 

August 

August 

August 

August 

August 

September 

September 

October 

October 

October 

24 

31 

4 

12 

13 

15 

15 

16 

23 

9 

23 

30 

2 

8 

21 

27 

30 

4 

24 

6 

9 

11 

Fires at:- ( ... cont.) 

North Adelaide - William 
George Penhall 

Wakefield Street - Mrs M. 
Vohr 

Semaphore - Lucy Witcombe 

Parkside - Thorpe and Co. 

Port Adelaide - Wm. Rix 

Port Adelaide - Henry Berry 
& Co. 

336 Carrington Street -
Mrs. A. Smith 

North Adelaide - Military 
Hospital 

Parkside - Joseph Horace 
Martin 

Semaphore - George Edward 
Strong 

Nailsworth - Reginald Alfred 
Ridgley 

Rundle Street - Hon Kee 

Railway Station - Gas 
Explosion 

Parkside - Maria McGowan 

Carrington Street - Humphries 
& Sons 

Grenfell Street -
Upholsterer's Co. 

Parkside - Herbert Blair 
Ogilvie 

Port Adelaide - "Minnie A. 
Caine" 

64 South Terrace - W.H. 
Madge's Motor Car 

Mile End - Thomas Alfred 
Cook 

Wondergraph Cafe 

Semaphore - Martin Rowe 

176. 

182. 

183. 

192. 

193. 

195. 

196. 

197. 

206. 

223. 

240. 

244. 

247. 

253. 

268. 

275. 

277A. 

283. 

303. 

315. 

319. 

321. 



October 

October 

October 

November 

November 

November 

November 

November 

November 

November 

November 

December 

December 

December 

December 

December 

December 

December 

December 

December 

.December 

December 

24 

25 

30 

11 

6 

18 

19 

20 

28 

28 

28 

4 

6 

6 

6 

8 

11 

12 

13 

21 

21 

22 

Fires at:- ( ... cont.) 

Semaphore - Mrs. George 
Bigland 

Alberton - Bryant Bros. 

King William Street -
Covent Gardens 

West Park Lands 

Largs Bay Reserve 

King William Street -
Waterhouse Chambers 

Henley Beach Road - James 
Shabborne 

269 King William Street -
Mrs. Castletine 

Gouger Street - Kither's 
Shop 

Marryatville - Frederick 
Frost 

Dulwich - Mrs. Dorothea 
Schroder 

Edwardstown - Wattle Toy Co. 

119 Whitmore Square - John 
Wallace 

Victoria Park Race Course 

Pirie Street - A.W. Dobbie 
& Co. 

West Park Lands 

Malvern - Carne, Rev. A.H. 

Prospect - Herbert S. 
Chartres 

South Terrace - Donald 
McKechnie 

185 Angas Street - Patrick 
Raining' s Car 

Wakefield Street -
Mrs. Neville. 

Forestville - George Horace 
Bradley 

329. 

331. 

334. 

345. 

366A. 

351. 

353. 

354. 

357. 

359. 

360. 

367. 

371. 

372. 

375. 

376. 

381. 

384. 

392. 

393. 

394. 



December 30 

January 5 

January 14 

January 19 

March 12 

April 10 

April 27 

May 2 

May 3 

May 8 

July 2 

August 11 

August 22 

September 3 

December 17 

December 31 

January 24 

·January 24 

January 24 

January 31 

February 7 

March 18 

April 12 

Fires at:- ( ... cont.) 

98 Hindley Street -
Sharples Bros. 

G 

Goodrich, Mrs . : child 

Griffin, Winifred 

Gledh.ill, Edwin 

Galloway, David 

Green, Robert 

Goldberg, Abraham 

Gray, Thomas Henry 

Gamlin, Elizabeth Ann 

Greenhaw, George M. 

Gray, Clive Hockley 

Gray, Thomas 

Gleinert, Wyllis 

Gavin, Theresa 

of 

Gasmier, Frederick William 

Greer, Eliza Ann 

H 

Hughes, Daisy Pearl 

Hughes, Jessie Lonsdale 

Hughes, Donald 

House, Charles Gough 

Hobbs, Annie 

Helker, Annie 

Hickox, Julia 

405. 

8. 

18. 

34. 

92. 

116. 

141. 

144. 

148. 

156. 

217. 

255. 

270. 

282. 

390. 

407. 

35. 

35. 

35. 

41. 

49. 

95. 

120. 



April 

April 

May 

May 

May 

May 

May 

July 

July 

July 

July 

July 

August 

August 

August 

August 

August 

August 

September 

September 

November 

November 

December 

December 

February 

April 

April 

16 

23 

3 

7 

9 

21 

21 

1 

4 

9 

23 

25 

1 

1 

7 

12 

12 

19 

3 

7 

4 

28 

3 

17 

22 

5 

11 

H ( ... cont.) 

Hancock, Catherine Jane 

Hayes, Patrick 

Humphries, Rose Eliza 

Hann, William Nicholas 

Hawkes, George 

Hines, Sarah 

Heysed, Harry 

Holland, Matthew 

Horner, Daisy 

Hoffman, Sylvia Gertrude 

Huggins, Harry 

Hawkes, Margaret 

Hollis, Alice Elizabeth Jane 

Heddle, Claude Lyce 

Hill, Thomas Sebastian 

Halse, Eliza 

Hemingway, Edwin Cuncliffe 

Hilton, Amelia 

Hurst, Bridget 

Hewitt, Alfred William 

Hemish, Elsie 

Harrop, William Arthur 

Hambly, Fred 

Harris, Benjamin 

I 

Irvine, Ellen 

Imhoff, Catherine May 

Infant, female, unknown 

129. 

137. 

150. 

155. 

158. 

171. 

172. 

215. 

218. 

224. 

239, 

241 .. 

245. 

246. 

252. 

256. 

257. 

266. 

281. 

287. 

339. 

358. 

366. 

387. 

66. 

114. 

119. 



June 11 

September 30 

January 30 

March 26 

April 4 

June 16 

July 20 

July 29 

August 5 

August 15 

September 22 

November 12 

February 19 

March 23 

April 18 

May 8 

June 9 

September 10 

September 12 

September 20 

October 31 

November 19 

December 17 

I ( ... cont.) 

Inwood, John 

Ionan, Frederick 

J 

Jarrold, William 

Jenkins, Ellen 

Johnson, Harry 

Jones, John Price 

Jones, Elsie Amelia 

Jenkins, Albert George 

Jones, Edward Thomas: 
child of 

Jager, Hilda Viola 

Jervois, John Napier 

Jones, William Herbert 

K 

Kerley, Mary Ann 

King, ·Stephen 

Kernich, John William Samuel 

Kemp, Elizabeth 

Kelly, Martin John 

Kindenning, George 

Kirchner, Margaret Ann 

Kerr, John 

Kelly, John 

Kraham, John 

Keitley, Daniel Maurice 

189. 

309. 

39. 

101. 

110. 

199. 

232. 

243. 

249. 

261. 

302. 

346. 

62. 

99. 

132. 

157. 

186. 

291. 

294. 

298. 

335. 

352. 

389. 



L 

January 4 Loftus, Elizabeth 5. 

February 20 Lockey, John 65. 

February 24 Loeffler, Minna Laura 71. 

April 14 Leech, May 125. 

April 14 Lawler, Alexander 126. 

April 20 Lee, Charles 135. 

June 10 Lindsay, Thomas Low 187. 

July 1 Langhoff, Christian Argent 214. 

July 5 Law.son, Phillip Lars 219. 

September 11 Leonard, Patrick Joseph 292. 

October 2 Lawrence, Eliza 312. 

December 22 Lang, John 397. 

January 3 Meisu, Josef 1-J.. 

January 8 Mcclory, Frank 12A. 

January 14 McManus, Edward James 16. 

February 2 Messer, John 42. 

March 19 Mackereth, William 96. 

April 5 Man, name unknown 112. 

May 3 McKenzie, Kenneth 149. 

May 10 Mann, Ethel Maud .160. 

June 19 Martin, Henry Philip 200. 

June 24 Matthews, Agnes Mayson 207. 

August 17 Muller, Kathleen Ethel: 
child of 263. 

August 19 Martin, Dorothy May 264. 

August 21 Mursell, Arthur Ryley 269. 

August 27 Mikkelson, Jacob 273, 
' 



------------------------------------------(f';Y!~·---

August 

September 

September 

September 

November 

December 

November 

December 

December 

December 

September 

January 

February 

March 

April 

June 

July 

August 

November 

January 

January 

28 

6 

16 

29 

3 

1 

22 

5 

25 

24 

28 

9 

19 

4 

1 

22 

23 

22 

6 

26 

9 

M ( ... cont.) 

Mattfield, Mercia 

Miller, Sandy 

Miller, Thomas 

Man, name unknown 

Myers, Henry 

Moore, William 

Mather, William Benson 

Murphy, Thomas 

Meades, Maurice 

Mills, Charles Herbert 

N 

Noble, Frederick Leslie 

0 

O'Donnell, Louisa 

Ohlson, Mary 

Oliver, Catherine 

O'Connell, Kate 

Oyston, Alfred Arthur 

Osborne, Rachel 

O'Brien, Thomas 

Obitz, Karl Gustav 

Pollitt, Arthur 

Perry, Garnet 

p 

277. 

286. 

296. 

307. 

337. 

363. 

365. 

370. 

400. 

408. 

306. 

20. 

63. 

79. 

106. 

204. 

236. 

271. 

342. 

29. 

33. 



p ( ... cont.) 

January 24 Pretty, Elsi Rene 36. 

January 14 Prior, Mary Graham 57. 

February 24 Peters, Arthur 70. 

April 4 Plester, Dorothea 111. 

June 20 Penfound, Frederick Charles 203. 

July 23 Pagget, Richard 238. 

August 7 Probert, John Llewelyn 251. 

August 12 Pennington, Edith 258. 

September 5 Potter, Maria Sidstone 285. 

September 19 Perry, Elizabeth 297, 

September 21 Pomeroy, Rose 299, 

December 8 Plummer, William 376. 

December 26 Parlor, Francis 401. 

December 27 Patterson, Gladys Winifred 
Iris 402. 

April 14 Quarrell, Ellen May 127. 

R 

January 6 Reed, Alice Florence 9, 

January 16 Richards, August 19. 

February 5 Rowe, Eileen 43. 

February 5 Reynolds, Marcella 44. 

February 5 Robinson, John 47. 

February 9 Roden, Andrew 53. 

February 15 Rosewarne, John 59. 

March 10 Rebbeck, George 89. 



R ( ... cont.) 

May 7 Rayner, Louis 154. 

June 16 Reid, Hepburn 198. 

August 5 Reynolds, Francis 250. 

September 28 Rowell, Lindsay Hugh 305. 

October 3 Roesler, Ernest 313. 

December 5 Richards, Joseph Bradshaw 368. 

December 6 Robilliard, Albert Wann 373. 

December 11 Rollins, Hilda May 382. 

December 16 Rebbeck, Benjamin 386. 

December 23 Rodeghiero, Marie Virginia 398. 

December 24 Rowe, Joseph Henry 399. 

s 

January 3 Stewart, R. Fowler 3. 

January 21 Shearer, Thomas 23. 

January 24 Sudlow, Clifford 28. 

February 6 Smart, Harold L.W.H. 48. 

March 28 Smith, Frances Hayward 103. 

April 5 Scadding, Arthur 113. 

April 17 Shepherd, Eliza 131. 

April 18 Schapel, Edith 133. 

May 2 Shearer, David 145. 

May 4 Smith, William Cawley 153. 

June. 12 Stewart, Colin 190. 

June 23 Smith, Thomas 205. 

June 27 Siekmann, Ernest 210. 

June 30 Smith, Mary Emma 212. 

July 2 Stuhrk, Willy Henry 216. 

July 11 Smith, Emma 229. 



s ( ... cont.) 

July 21 Stein, Friedrich 234. 

July 28 Staker, William 242. 

August 10 Solomon, Florence M. 254. 

September 12 Sparnon, Doreen Alice 293. 

September 21 Smith, Oliver 301. 

September 30 Segfang, Walter 310. 

October 1 Shiels, Michael Walter 311. 

October 20 Sawley, William 324. 

October 22 Schierbck, Christian 326. 

November 15 Sewell, Frank 349. 

December 1 Sullivan, Thomas 362. 

December 3 Stanley, Alfred 364. 

December 8 Slape, Jubilee 377. 

December 11 Surman, Edward Henry 380. 

December 19 Sheehan, Daniel 395. 

T 

March 2 Tapp, Harold Victor 77. 

March 5 Turner, Hannah 83. 

March 16 Titlow, Charlotte 93, 

March 17 Tormey, Margaret 94. 

June 20 Thornton, Henrietta Mary Ann 202. 

July 23 Tock, William 237. 

August 2 Terrell, John 248. 

August 12 Thomas, Albert Joseph 259. 

September 2 Tilley, James Lawrence 278. 

October 19 Thompson, Leslie Howard 325. 

December 8 Taylor, Janet 378. 



July 

January 

November 

January 

February 

February 

March 

March 

March 

April 

May 

May 

May 

May 

June 

June 

June 

July 

July. 

September 

October 

November 

December 

December 

9 

13 

15 

19 

9 

25 

1 

5 

26 

16 

3 

4 

12 

30 

8 

11 

26 

9 

11 

30 

23 

9 

14 

17 

u 

Uren, Arthur Henry 

v 

Veal, Joseph 

Vanderben, Alice: child of 

w 

Wright, Claude Clifford 

Worth, Benjamin 

Warman, Annie 

Washington, Michael 

Williams, Horace 

Whittle, Raymond Robson 

Woods, Frank Horace 

Wallace, John 

Wright, Ruby Irene 

Walker, John Cal back 

Wood, Ruby Florence May 

Williams, James Arthur 

Wright, Richard 

Wilson, Thomas Richard 

Woodrow, William 

Williams, Mary 

Walsh, Amy 

Woodford, Peter 

Watling, Robert 

Winterbottom, William M. 

WiJ.J.13. Helen May 

226. 

17. 

350. 

22. 

52. 

72. 

75. 

81. 

100. 

130. 

147. 

152. 

164. 

180. 

185. 

188. 

209. 

227. 

228. 

308. 

328. 

344. 

385. 

388. 



December 

December 

December 

December 

20 

19 

29 

31 

w· ( ... cont.) 

Windebank, George 

Wade, Eliza 

Wright, William Robert 

y 

Young, Charles John 

391. 

396. 

404. 

406. 

I:• 

~ 
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