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Description 

This series consists of correspondence and other 
papers relating to the South Australian Volunteer 
Military Force, from 1842 to 1870.The South Australian 
Volunteer Military Force was first raised in 1840, but 
the Volunteer Military Force Act was not passed until 
September 1854, at the height of the Crimean War. 

Papers in this series include:  returns of the numbers 
of volunteers enrolled in the force, including 
companies and ranks, South Australian Volunteer 
Military Force Reports, returns of average weekly 
attendance within localities, agreements for leasing 
barracks, letters regarding the Maori wars in New 
Zealand in the 1860s and Imperial troops to South 
Australia. 
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Memorandum of articles of agreement, for the lease of the 
barracks in Grenfell St. 10 May 1842. 1p. 

Return of the Royal South Australian Militia. 1842. 1p. 
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1 

2 

Statement showing expense of equipment for a Field Battery of 3 
Artillery. 1848. 1p. 

Mr P.G. Bowen's tender for barracks near the Government 4 
offices, Adelaide. 21 Oct 1850. 1p. 

Scale of allowances to military guard, South Australia. 2 
12 Jan 1856. 1p. 

Memorandum. Increase of military detachment to its full 6 
complement. 
24 July 1857. 1p. 

South Australian Military. Effective State. 1 
1 May-1 Dec 1858. 8pp. 

South Australian Military No.1. From Officer Commanding 8 
to Private Secretary. Acknowledging receipt of 
Private Secretary's letter dated 15 May 1858 
directing all future communications in relation 
to the movement of troops in South Australia and 
reports on military matters should be addressed 
to the Private Secretary for the information 
of the Governor. 
17 May 1858. 1p. 

South Australian Military No.2. From Officer Commanding 2 
to Private Secretary. Memorandum concerning delay of 
Annual Report in regard to Colonial Defences. 
17 May 1858. 1p. 

South Australian Military No.3. From Officer Commanding 10 
to Private Secretary. Memorandum explaining cause of 
delay of Annual Report on Colonial Defences. 
26 May 1858. 1p. 

South Australian Military No.4. From Officer Commanding 11 
to Private Secretary. Enquiring whether His 
Excellency wishes the detachment to be removed 
from Guichen Bay (Robe) by "Steamer" or by Yatala". 
10 June 1858. 1p. 

South Australian Military No.5. From Officer Commanding 12 
to Private Secretary. Memorandum explaining why the 
report of the arrival of the detachment from Guichen 
Bay was sent to the Chief Secretary. 
6 July 1858. 1p. 

South Australian Military No.7. From Officer Commanding to 13 
Private Secretary. Returns the circular despatch 
from Lord Stanley to His Excellency R.G. MacDonnell 
which was recorded in his office. 
26 Aug 1858. 1p. 
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South Australian Military No.8. From Officer Commanding to 14 
Private Secretary. Memorandum regarding the removal 
of the detachment to the Barracks at Dry Creek. 
13 Sept 1858. lp. 

South Australian Military No.9. From Officer Commanding to 15 
Private Secretary. Request of Captain Freeling for 
authority to exchange Corporal James Partridge of the 
Detachment of Royal Engineers who was certified unfit 
for Service by the Colonial surgeon. 
6 Oct 1858. 2pp. 

South Australian Military No.lO. From Officer Commanding to 16 
Private Secretary. Requesting explanation for delay 
in carrying out the Garrison Order of the 
11 September 1858 in relation to furniture needed at 
the Dry Creek barracks. Acting Barrack Master's 
report enclosed. 
16 Oct 1858. 2pp. 

South Australian Military No. 11. From Officer Commanding 17 
to Private Secretary. Notifying departure of current 
officer until the 30th November upon medical 
certificate and the succession of Captain Blythe 
to the Command of the Troops. 
18 Oct 1858. lp. 

South Australian Military No.12. From Officer Commanding 18 
to Private Secretary. Notifying occupation by 
Military Detachment of Dry Creek Barracks. 
23 Oct 1858. lp. 

South Australian Military No.13. From Officer Commanding 19 
to Private Secretary. Acknowledges receipt of P.S. 
letter South Australia Military No.12. 
20 Dec 1858. lp. 

South Australian Military. 
1 Jan - 1 Dec 1859. 
1859. 12pp. 

Effective State at 
(complete). 

South Australian Military No.14. From Officer Commanding 
(Maj. Nelson) to Private Secretary. Announces his 
return from Victoria and his assumption of the 
Command of the Troops. 
1 Jan 1859. lp. 

20 

21 

South Australian Military No.15. From Officer Commanding to 22 
Private Secretary. Forwards returns of military work 
and stores in the Colony. 
26 Jan 1859. lp. 

South Australian Military No.16. From Officer Commanding 
to Private Secretary. Announces the arrival of 
Lieutenant Gibson, Instructing Officer. 
25 May 1859. lp. 
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South Australian Military No.17. From Officer Commanding 
to Private Secretary. Lieutenant Gibson left 
command on the 15 October 1859. 
17 Oct 1859. lp. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of 
numbers of volunteers enrolled to 17 October 1859 
inclusive. 
17 Oct 1859. lp. 
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24 

South Australian Military No.18. From Officer Commanding to 26 
Private Secretary. Recommending that Corporal William 
Harris and Private William Farquhar be discharged as 
medically unfit for Service. 
29 Dec 18/59. 4pp. 

Volunteer corps consisting of 850 men and certain 
commissioned officers. 
Tables. n.d. lp. 

Report of militia establishment, including breakdown of 
costs. 
n.d. 5pp. 

South Australian Military. Effective State of 
3 Jru1-3 Dec 1860. 

[Complete]. 12pp. 

28 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of the 30 
numbers of volunteers enrolled up to 16 January 1860, 
inclusive. 17 Jan 1860. 
3pp. 

South Australian Military No.19. From Major Nelson to 
Private Secretary. Requests that Corporal McKay 
(discharged in conformity with the Limited Service 
Act) be granted permission to remain in South 
Australia. 

South 

24 Jan 1860. lp. 

Australian Military 
Private Secretary. 
about-to-be retired 
South Australia. 
2 Feb 1860. lp. 

No.20. From Major Nelson to 
Requesting permission for the 
Private Brooks to stay on in 

South Australian Military No.20/2. From Major Nelson to 33 
Private Secretary of Governor. Advising that the 
Annual Defence Report will be sent as soon as 
possible. 
17 Feb 1860. lp. 

South Australian Military No.17. From Private Secretary to 34 
Officer Commanding (Maj. Nelson). Requests early 
transmission to Governor of Annual Return of 
Ordinance ... 
17 Feb 1860. lp. 
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South Australian Military No.21. From Major General Pratt 
to Governor R.G. MacDonnell. Difficulties as to 
increasing the numbers of the military force in 
South Australia. 
22 Feb 1860. 4pp. 

South Australian Military No.21/2. From Major Nelson to 
Governor R.G. MacDonnell. Transmission of Annual 
Report for 1859 of Ordnance status[?]. 
27 Feb 1860. lp. 

South Australian Military No.22. From Major Nelson to 
Governor MacDonnell. Regarding military force of 
South Australia and the estimated cost of four 
additional companies. 
8 March 1860. 3pp. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of the 
number of volunteers enrolled to 16 March 1860 
inclusive. 
17 Mar 1860. lp. 

South Australian Military No.22/2. From Major Gen. 
Pratt to Governor MacDonnell. Forwarding estimate 
of expense for three additional companies proposed 
to be added to the Force stationed in South 
Australia. Letter and breakdown of costs in 
regards to pay and subsistence of contingent force. 
20 Mar 1860. 2pp. 

South Australian Military No.25. From Major Nelson to 
Governor MacDonnell. Forwarding two petitions 
sent to him by mistake during Governor's absence. 
31 Mar 1860. lp. 

South Australian Military No.23. From Major Nelson to 
Governor MacDonnell. Calls His Excellency's 
attention to the lack of courtesy displayed by 
the Colonial government in calling out the 
volunteers under command of a junior officer. 
31 Mar 1860. 2pp. 

South Australian Military No.24. From Major Nelson to 
Governor MacDonnell. Forwarding two letters for 
the Governor's consideration. [Letters not 
enclosed]. 
31 Mar 1860. lp. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of 
the numbers of volunteers enrolled to 
18 April 1860 inclusive. 
19 April 1860. 3pp. 
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40 

41 

42 
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Letter from Major Nelson (Officer Commanding), applying 44 
for the sanction of the Major General Commanding 
to accept his appointment as Superintendent of 
Volunteers in Adelaide. 5 August 1859. 
Letter from Major Nelson to Major General 
Commanding, re sending papers for consideration, [not 
enclosed.] 3 April 1860. 
Letter from Major Nelson to Major General Commanding 
re fulfilling position to best of his ability. 
3 [?] March 1860. lp. 
Letter from Major Nelson to the military secretary 
in Melbourne. Re Nelson's application for an 
appointment in New Zealand. 
10 April 1860. lp. 
Series of letters relating to the incident referred 
to in Number 41 above. Correspondence between 
Major Nelson and the Governor. 
31 March-13 April 1860. [in total 19 items 
bundled together.] 

Military P.S.O. File 30. From Major Nelson to Private 45 
Secretary. Reports his embarkation for New Zealand. 
Command of the troops devolves on Captain Blythe. 
24 April 1860. lp. 

Military P.S.O. File 31. From Captain Blythe to Private 46 
Secretary. Reports embarkation of Major Nelson for 
New Zealand and accepts command of the Troops. 
25 April 1860. lp. 

South Australian Military No.25/2. From Major General 47 
Pratt to Governor MacDonnell. Requests details of 
numbers of volunteer forces in South Australia. 
16 May 1860. lp. 

South Australian Military No.26. From Officer Commanding 48 
to Governor MacDonnell. Encloses report of the 
Board of Officers re inspection of 400 Enfield rifles 
and accoutrements to be detached to New Zealand. 
17 May 1860. 2pp. [Letter and report]. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of the 
numbers of volunteers enrolled to the 17 May 1860, 
inclusive. 18 May 1860. 
[Triplicate only]. lp. 

South Australian Military No.28. From Major General Pratt 
to Governor MacDonnell. Correspondence as to 
differences between Lieutenant Colonel Freeling 
and Major Nelson. Necessity for greater sub­
ordination of volunteer forces to Officer 
Commanding troops. 
21 May 1860. 9pp. 
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Letter. To the General Officer Commanding from B. Hawes. 51 
Re approval of a reserve store of small arms 
ammunitions to be maintained at the ratio of 500 
rounds per man within the Australian Command. Only 
new cartridge bullets calibrated .55" diameter to 
be used to supply all the Australian colonies and 
New Zealand. Includes further information on 
maintenance of store and disposal of unserviceable 
ammunition. 11 June 1860. 3pp. 

South Australian Military No.29. From Major General 
Pratt to Governor MacDonnell. Re forwarding 
the complete correspondence relating to dispute 
between Major Nelson and Lieutenant Colonel 
Freeling requested by MacDonnell. 
1 June 1860. 1p. 

South Australia Military P.S.O. File No.32. Memo sent 
by Liuetenant Colonel Freeling to the Governor 
MacDonnell in relation to the dispute between 
himself and Nelson. 11 June 1860. 

Military P.S.O. Letter Book No.25. From Governor MacDonnell 54 
to Major General Pratt. Re Major Nelson's 

correspondence with General Pratt and his complaints 
concerning Colonel Freeling and the conduct of 
S.A. Authorities, in reference to Volunteer 
demonstration 31 March 1860. 
18 June 1860. 4pp. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of 55 
the numbers ofvolunteers enrolled to the 18 June 1860 
inclusive. 
19 June 1860. 1p. 

Letter. From Staff Adjutant J.A. Biggs to the Chief 
Secretary. Re report on scheme for further 
organisation and training of volunteer Adelaide 
regiment. 
2 July 1860. 1p. 

Letter. From Staff Adjutant J.A. Biggs to the Chief 
Secretary. Further report on scheme for training 
and organisation of volunteer Adelaide regiment. 
3 July 1860. 1p. 

South Australian Military No.33. Officer Commanding 58 
applying for honorable discharge of Private O'Reilly 
and continued stay of O'Reilly in South Australia. 
13 July 1860. 2pp. 



CHIEF SECRETARY'S OFFICE 

GRG 24 

Series 51 

Special List 

Page 7 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of the 59 
numbers of volunteers enrolled to the 20 July 1860 
inclusive. 21 July 1860. 

Letter. From the Governor of Auckland, New Zealand to 60 
the Senior military officer, Melbourne. Re request 
for 100000 rounds of rifle ball ammunition to 
be sent by the return mail steamer via Sydney. 
31 July 1860. 1p. 
Letter. From A.M.S. Office to the Private Secretary 
of the Governor. Re letter sent by the Governor 
of New Zealand and his request for 100000 rounds 
of ammunition. Urges request to be met. Gives 
figures for amount of Enfield ammunition existing in 
Australia. Requests that Governor of South Australia 
issue Sydney and Melbourne 250000 rounds each from 
his state's abundant supply. 
14 August 1860. 1p. 
South Australia Military File 37. From Governor Henry 
Barkly to Governor MacDonnell. Regards requisition 
for 500000 rounds of Enfield rifle ammunition from 
South Australian government. 
20 August 1860. 1p [3 items, 1 bundle]. 

South Australian Military No.34. From Officer Commanding 61 
to Private Secretary. Recommending Private George 
Moore be allowed to remain in South Australia on his 
retirement. 
7 Aug 1860. 1p. 

South Australian Military No.35. From Officer Commanding 62 
to Private Secretary. Acknowledges receipt of letter 
of 20 August and states that he has given directions 
for transport to be provided for 500000 rounds of 
rifle ammunition for Melbourne. 22 Aug 1860. 1p. 

South Australian Military P.S.O. File No.36. 
Pitt to Governor MacDonnell. Transmits 
regulations suggested for volunteers of 
Australia military force. 23 Aug 1860. 

From Colonel 
copy of 
South 

1p. 

Circular. Department of Adjutant General's Office to 
Officer Commanding, Adelaide. Re distribution 
of ammunition throughout Australian colonies. 
24 Oct 1860. 1p. 

64 

South Australian Military. From Captain Blythe to Private 65 
Secretary. Forwarding letter from General in New 
Zealand in regards to ammunition in store. 
23 Ndv 1860. 1p. 
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South Australian Volunteer Military Force. From staff 66 
office to Chief Secretary. Report which addresses 
enrolment, battalion drill, arms, target practice, 
inspection, etc. 24 Nov 1860. 2pp. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return showing 67 
the average weekly attendance of volunteers in 
localities in which companies have been established. 
Forwarded to the Han. Chief Secretary. 
24 Nov 1860. lp. 

South Australian Military File No. 41. From Officer 68 
Commanding to Private Secretary. Request for 
Private Evans to be kept on in Adelaide to continue 
survey duties rather than be transferred to the 
Engineer detachment at Melbourne. 
26 No 1860. [2 items] 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of the 69 
numbers of volunteers enrolled to the 
24 November 1860, inclusive. 
26 Nov 1860. Forwarded to the Han. Chief Secretary. 
3pp. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of blank 70 
cartridge ammunition received and issued from 
April 1860-22 November 1860. Forwarded to the 
Hon. Chief Secretary. Nov 1860. lp. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of Ball 71 
Cartridge ammunition received and expended from 
2 August 1859-30 September 1860. Nov 1860. lp. 

Letter. From Adelaide Armoury to the Han. Chief Secretary. 72 
Showing the quantity and description of small arms 
ammunition in store, the property of the Colonial 
government, also the amount and description of that 
belonging to the Imperial government. 
1 Dec 1860. 2pp. 

South Australia Military. Effective State. 3 January- 73 
3 December 1861 [incomplete. November missing]. 
3 Dec 1861. 11 items. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of the 74 
numbers of volunteers enrolled to 19 January 1861 
inclusive. 
21 Jan 1861. 3pp. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of the 75 
number of volunteers enrolled to 20 February 1861 
inclusive. 21 Feb 1861. [triplicate only]. lp. 

Letter. From Captain Blythe to Governor in Chief. 76 
Forwarding return of the numbers of guns, carriages 
and military stores under the care of the Colonial 
Government. Reports there are 4 powder 
magazines in the Colony, none of them bombproof. 
20 Feb 1861. lp. 
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South Australian Military No.42. From Officer Commanding 77 
to Private Secretary. Re letter sent by mistake 
to the Governor in Chief was sent by mistake. 
22 Feb 1861. lp. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of the 78 
numbers of volunteers enrolled to 22 March 1861 
inclusive. 23 Mar 1861. lp. [triplicate only]. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of the 79 
numbers ofvolunteers enrolled to 19 April 1861 
inclusive. 20 April 1861. 
3pp. 

South Australian Military No.43. From Military Secretary 80 
to Private Secretary of Governor. Correspondence 
relating to Major Nelson. Requests copies of 
Act No.2 1854 and Staff Adjutant Report for the 
quarter ended 30 June 1854. 25 April 1861. lp. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of the 81 
numbers of volunteers enrolled to the 18 May 1861, 
inclusive. 20 May 1861. 
3pp. [original, duplicate and triplicate]. 

South Australian Military No.44. From Major General Pratt 82 
to the Governor.· Submitting regulations for care 
and supervision of ordinance and military stores 
in Australian colonies. 20 May 1861. 2pp. 

Letter. From Governor MacDonnell to General Pratt. 
Offers no objection in response to proposal for 
placing all military stores under the charge of 
some;officer who should be under the orders of 
the Major General through the local Commandant. 
28 June 1861. lp. 

South Australian Military No.45. From Captain Blythe to 84 
Governor MacDonnell. Explains reasons of mistake in 
sending letter on military matters through Chief 
Secretary. 6 Aug 1861. lp. 

South Australian Military No.46. From Colonel Blythe to 85 
Private Secretary. Forwards communications calling 
for return of small arms ammunition received from 
Deputy Adjutant General. 13 Aug 1861. lp. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of the 86 
numbers of volunteers enrolled to the 
19 September 1861 inclusive. 20 Sept. 1861. 
[2copies]. Forwarded to the Hon. Chief Secretary. 

South Austr~lian Military No.48. From General Pratt to 87 
Governor MacDonnell, reports that he has directed 
the appointment of Lieutenant Lucas of the 
40th Regiment as Sub-inspector of Musketry. 
30 Sept 1861. lp. 
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South Australian Military No.47. From Captain Blythe to 
Private Secretary. Reports that quarterly return 
of small arms ammunition (Colonial) has not yet 
been provided. 
16 Oct. 1861. 1p. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of 
the number of volunteers enrolled to 
19 October 1861, inclusive. 21 Oct 1861. 3PP· 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of 
the numbers of volunteers enrolled to 
19 November 1861, inclusive. 20 Nov 1861. 
[triplicate only]. 1p. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of 
the numbers of volunteers enrolled to 
19 December 1861, inclusive. 20 Dec 1861. 
[duplicate and triplicate only]. 2pp. 

South Australia Military. Effective State. 3 Jan, 
3 Feb, 1 April, 3 July, 1 Aug, 1 Sept, 1 Oct, 
3 Dec 1862 [incomplete]. 1862. 8pp. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of 
the numbers of volunteers enrolled to 
19 January 1862, inclusive. 20 Jan 1862. 3pp. 
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88 

South Australia Military No.51. From Officer Commanding 94 
to Private Secretary. Forwarding a letter from 
the Major General Commanding ordering sender to 
assemble a Board of Officers for the purpose of 
reporting upon the proposed scheme of adjusting 
the Colonial allowances in these Colonies to the 
allowance at the Cape. 
17 Feb 1862. [original and copy]. South Australia 
Military No.59. From Officer Commanding to 
Governor MacDonnell. Re Annual Report on state of 
Colonial Defences. 
18 Feb 1862. 1p. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of the 95 
number of volunteers enrolled to 19 February 
1862, inclusive. Forwarded to the Under Secretary 
for publication in the "Government Gazette". 
20 Feb 1862. 2pp. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of the 96 
numbers of volunteers enrolled to 19 February 
1862, inclusive. Forwarded to the Hon. Chief 
Secretary for His Excellency. 20 Feb 1862. 3PP· 
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South Australian Volunteer Military Force. 
numbers of volunteers enrolled to 19 
inclusive. Forwarded to the Private 
the Governor in Chief. 20 Mar 1862. 

Return of the 
March 1862, 
Secretary for 

3pp. 
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Letter. From O.K. Richardson, Chief Secretary's Office 98 
to Captain Blythe. Acknowledges the receipt of the 
military sub-estimates. Reports provision will be 
made for military allowances during the next 
financial year in the forthcoming estimates. 
16 Apr 1862. 1p. 
South Australian Military No.52. From Officer 
Commanding, Captain Blythe to Governor in Chief. 
Concerns military allowances. 
17 Apr 1862. 2pp. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of 99 
the numbers of volunteers enrolled to the 19 April 
1862 inclusive. Forwarded to the Chief Secretary 
for the Governor. 21 Apr 1862. 3PP· 

South Australian Military No.54. From Officer Commanding 100 
to Private Secretary. Order commanding 17 gun 
salute at opening of Parliament should be signed 
by Governor. 26 Apr 1862. 2pp. 

South Australian Military No.53. From Major General Pratt 101 
to Governor Sir D. Daly. Requests that the 
colonial military allowances now in force be 
continued for the present. 
29 Apr 1862. 2pp. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of the 102 
numbers of volunteers enrolled to the 19 May 1862, 
inclusive. 20 May 1862. 1p. [triplicate only]. 

Letter. From Deputy Adjutant General to Officer Commanding. 103 
Re the 500000 rounds of ammunition lent by the 
government of South Australia to the New Zealand war 
and repaid from England. Government of Victoria 
requests government of South Australia to hand over 
any unsold ammunition and the proceeds of what 
ammunition was sold. Requests copies of the accounts 
and the proceedings of the Board and requests an 
inquiry into whether the ammunition is fit for 
service or not. 28 May 1862. 1p. 

South Australian Military No.55. From Captain Blythe 104 
to Private Secretary. Requests leave to employ 
Sergeant Hunt as Inspector in general drill for the 
detachment of the 40th regiment (volunteer force). 
6 June 1862. 1p. 
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South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of the 105 
numbers of volunteers enrolled to the 19 June 1862, 
inclusive. Forwarded to the Ron. Chief Secretary. 
20 June 1862. 3pp. 

South Australian Military No.56. From Major General Pratt to 106 
Governor Daly. Forwards copy of letter received from 
War Office, Re colonial military allowances. 
14 July 1862. lp. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of 107 
the numbers of volunteers enrolled to the 19 July 
1862, inclusive. Forwarded to the Ron. Chief 
Secretary. 21 July 1862. 3pp. 

South Australian Military No.57. From Officer Commanding 108 
to the Private Secretary. Re decision of 
government to reduce of colonial military allowance. 
25 July 1862. lp. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of 109 
numbers of volunteers enrolled to 19 August 1862 
inclusive. Forwarded to the Ron. Chief Secretary. 
20 Aug 1862. 3pp. 

Letter. From Judge P. Boothby to Governor Daly. Re 110 
letter to be forwarded to the Duke of Newcastle in 
acknowledgement of the Duke's reply to the Judge's 
letter of 26 December 1861. 13 Oct 1862. lp. 
Letter. From Judge Boothby to Governor Daly. 
Transmits a Duplicate copy of his petition to the 
Queen in Council to appeal against the validity of 
the appointment of W. Hanson to the Office of Chief 
Justice. 23 Nov 1862. [petition not enclosed]. lp. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of the 111 
numbers of volunteers enrolled to 19 November 1862 
inclusive. Forwarded to the Ron. Chief Secretary. 
20 Nov 1862. 3pp. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of the 112 
numbers of volunteers enrolled to 19 January 
1863, inclusive. 20 Jan 1863. 
[triplicate only]. lp. 

South Australian Military P.S.O. Effective State. 113 
3 Feb, 1 Mar, 3 July, 1 Aug. 1863. 4 items. 
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Letter. From Captain Blythe to Governor. Forwards annual 114 
report for the Colonial Defences of South Australia. 
1 Mar 1863. lp. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of the 115 
numbers of volunteers enrolled to 19 March 1863 
inclusive. Forwarded to the Han. Chief Secretary. 
20 Mar 1863. 3pp. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of the 116 
numbers of volunteers enrolled to 19 April 1863, 
inclusive. Forwarded to the Han. Chief Secretary. 
20 Apr 1863. 3pp, 

Memo. From Col Biggs to the Volunteer Staff Office. 111 
Additional suggestions for the reorganisation and 
future management of the Volunteer Military Force 
forwarded for the consideration of the Han. Chief 
Secretary. 27 Apr 1863. lp. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of the 118 
numbers of volunteers enrolled to 19 May 1863 
inclusive. Forwarded to the Han. Chief Secretary. 
20 May 1863. 3PP· 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of the 119 
numbers of volunteers enrolled to 19 June 1863 
inclusive. Forwarded to the Han. Chief Secretary. 
20 June 1863. lp. [triplicate only], 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of the 120 
numbers of volunteers enrolled to 19 July 1863 
inclusive. 20 July 1863. lp. [triplicate only]. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of the 121 
numbers ofvolunteers enrolled to 19 August 1863 
inclusive. Forwarded to the Han. Chief Secretary. 
20 Aug 1863. 3pp. 

South Australian Military No.60. From Major Bowdler to 122 
Governor. Correspondence re removal of troops 
to New Zealand. Includes breakdown of strength 
of detachment of 40th regiment stationed at 
Adelaide. 4 Sept 1863. 3pp. 

South Australian Military No.61. From Major Bowdler to 
Governor. Transmits telegraph re removal of 
troops to New Zealand. [Telegraph enclosed]. 
2pp. 8 Sept 1863. 

South Australian Military No.59. From Major Bowdler to 124 
Chief Secretary. Forwarding letter from Lieutenant 
Lucas. Re lodging allowance to his family. 
29 Sept 1863. 2 items. 
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South Australian Military No.58. From Major Bowdler to 
Chief Secretary. Requesting that six months pay 
granted to detachment of troops proceeding to New 
Zealand, and that free quarters and rations be 
granted to their wives and children during their 
absence. Includes breakdown of return of women 
married with leave and children borne on the 
strength of the regiment, and return of women 
married without leave and children who are not on 

be 

the strength of the regiment. 29 Sept 1863. 2pp. 
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125 

South Australian Military No.62. From Major Bowdler to 126 
the Governor.Reporting withdrawal of detachment 
of military at stockade. 
30 Sept 1863. 1p. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of the 127 
numbers of volunteers enrolled to 19 October 1863, 
inclusive. Forwarded to the Hon. Chief Secretary. 
20 Oct 1863. 3pp. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of the 128 
numbers of volunteers enrolled to 19 December 1863, 
inclusive. Forwarded to the Hon. Chief Secretary. 
21 Dec 1863. 3pp. 
Additional copy for publication in the next 
"Government Gazette". 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of the 129 
numbers of volunteers enrolled to 19 April 1864, 
inclusive. Forwarded to the Hon. Chief Secretary. 
20 Apr 1864. 3pp. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of the 130 
numbers of volunteers enrolled to 19 June 1864, 
inclusive. Forwarded to the Hon. Chief Secretary. 
20 June 1864. 3pp. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of the 131 
numbers of volunteers enrolled to 19 August 1864 
inclusive. Forwarded to the Hon. Chief Secretary. 
20 Aug 1864. 3pp. [original, duplicate and 
triplicate complete]. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of the 132 
numbers of volunteers enrolled to 19 June 1865, 
inclusive. 20 June 1865. 1p. 
[triplicate only]. 

51 

List 
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Letter. From J.A. Biggs, Colonel Commanding to the 133 
Han. Chief Secretary. Suggesting money payment to 
Volunteers having served six years in lieu of 
returning to the government their arms and 
accoutrements. Includes breakdown of estimated 
original cost and present value of the arms and 
accoutrements now in possession of Volunteers. 
5 Sept 1865. 3 items. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of the 134 
numbers of volunteers enrolled to 19 December 1865 
inclusive. 20 Dec 1865. 
1p. [triplicate only]. 

South Australian Volunteer Military Force. Return of the 135 
numbers of volunteers enrolled to 19 March 1866, 
inclusive. 20 Mar 1866. 1p. 
[triplicate only]. 

Letter. From Brigadier General Commanding to Governor 136 
Daly. Transmits copy of letter from the Deputy 
Quarter Master General regarding despatch of troops 
from New Zealand to Australia. [Includes copy of 
letter from N.Z.]. 12 Sept 1866. 2 items. 

Extract. From Captain Major of Brigade, New Zealand to 137 
Brigadier General, Melbourne. Regarding embarkation 
of troops from New Zealand between 12-15 October. 
Requests necessary arrangements for their 
accommodation be made. 2 Oct 1866. 1p. 

Letter. From Captain Major of Brigade, Adelaide to Major 138 
of Brigade, Melbourne. Regarding conversion of 
Adelaide Barracks to accommodate the 166 returning 
men from New Zealand. 8 Oct 1866. 
1p. 

South Australian Military No.783. From Brigade Headquarters 139 
to Governor Daly. Forwarding an extract from a 
letter from Deputy Quarter Master General, New 
Zealand regarding the probable date 

of departure of detachment of 14th Regiment for 
Adelaide. 15 Oct 1866. 1p. 

South Australian Military No.780. From Major General, New 140 
Zealand to Governor Daly. Detachment of the 2/14th 
Regiment under the Command of Captain Vivian embarks 
for Adelaide on the 15 October on board the Barque 
"Novelty". 15 Oct 1866. 1p. 

South Australian Military No.781. From Captain Vivian to 141 
Governor Daly. Reports arrival of detachment of 2/14 
regiment and includes the Marching in State of the 
detachment of the 2/14 Regiment. 
6 Nov 1866. 2 items. 
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Letter. From Brigadier General Carey to Governor Daly. 142 
Requests that Major Vivian be provided with a Postage 
Franking Stamp so that he will be able to frank letters 
on Her Majesty's Service. 7 Dec 1866. 1p. 

South Australian Military. From Major Vivian to Private 143 
Secretary. Re the wearing of tunics by the 
men of the detachment during summer. Recommendation 
given by Medical Officer on the discontinuation of 
the above. 15 Jan 1867. 1p. 

Letter. From Captain Rankin dated 3 May 1867. Forwarded 144 
by Lt. Col. Biggs to Chief Secretary. Re appointment 
for drill, and attending to the incompetence of 
Drill Inspector Perry. Final date, 
17 January 1868. 2 items. 

South Australian Military. From Major Vivian to Private 145 
Secretary. Re 2/14 Regiment to be relieved by the 
companies of the 51st Regiment who are to embark 
from New Zealand. 21 June 1867. 1p. 

Proceedings of a Board of Officers assembled at Adelaide 146 
on 30 September 1867 in compliance with instructions 
contained in Horse Guards Circular Memorandum No 164 
dated 28 August 1865. Board to inspect the 
barracks occupied by the troops and vicinity. 
Recorded 14 Oct 1867. 1p. 
Accompanying letter from Melbourne Headquarters to 
the S.A. Governor. Forwarding the report on the 
sanitary state of the Barracks at Adelaide. 
16 Oct 1867. 1p. 

Letter. From N. [unable to transcribe signature] to 147 
Governor Daly. Forwarding copy of a letter from 
the Deputy Inspector General of Hospitals and 
Principal Medical Officer regarding the removal of 
the military hospital and the extension of the civil 
hospital. 
Letter. From Alexander Gibb M.D., Army Medical 
Department to Deputy Quarter Master General. 
Regarding recommendations of the Sanitary Committee 
and the transfer of the sick to the Colonial Hospital. 
29 Oct 1867. 1p. 2 items. 

South Australian Military. Effective State. 
1 Nov 1867. 1p. 

148 

Letter. From Lieutenant Colonel Higgins to the Hon. Chief 149 
Secretary. Reporting irregular conduct on the part 
of Drill Inspector Perry and his general inefficiency. 
15 Nov 1867. 1p. 
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South Australian Military No.806. From Lieutenant Colonel 150 
Hamley to the Private Secretary. Forwarding a copy 
of a letter from the Deputy Assistant Adjutant 
General directing Hamley to make an inspection of 
the local forces in South Australia and report his 
proceedings by the 1 January 1868. [copy of letter 
included]. 26 Nov 1867. 2 items. 

South Australia Military No.807. From Lieutenant Colonel 151 
Hamley to the Private Secretary. Regarding hospital 
acommodation for military patients . Encloses letter 
from Assistant Surgeon Owen relative to the issue at 
hand. 26 Nov 1867. lp. [letter enclosed]. 

Letter. From the Adelaide Hospital to the Chief Secretary. 152 
Forwarding a resolution passed by the Committee of 
Management on 13 December 1867. The Board opposes 
the handing over of any part of the building to the 
military authorities. 
16 Dec 1867. lp. 

Draft letter. [incomplete, unsigned]. From Governor's 
Office. In reply to Hamley's letter of 
26 November 1867. Re that proposal regarding 
hospital accommodation for military patients 
blocked by the Adelaide Hospital Board. 
23 Dec 1867. lp. 

Letter. From Lieutenant Colonel Hamley to the Private 154 
Secretary. Reporting inspection of the local 
forces in South Australia. 
23 Dec 1867. lp. 

Letter. From Lieutenant Colonel Hamley to the Private 155 
Secretary. Forwarding a statement of the expenses 
incurred when inspecting the local forces. ' 
[receipts and statements of expenses included.] 
23 Dec 1867. 3 items. 

South Australian Military. From Lieut Col Hamley to the 156 
Private Secretary. Encloses report of Assistant 
Surgeon Owen in respect to limited supply of fresh 
water for the detachment at Dry Creek. 
31 Dec 1867. 3 items. 
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South Australian Military. From Major General N. 157 
[signature illegible - refer to 147. above] 
to Governor Daly. Regards the sanitary conditions of 
the barracks at Adelaide. Forwards an extract from 
the proceedings of the Sanitary Committee dated 
30 November 1867. 13 Dec 1867. 2 items. 
From Major General N. [signature illegible -
refer to 147. above] 
to Governor Daly. Further letter and extract from 
proceedings of Sanitary Committee dated 31 December 
1867. Asks for alternative arrangements to be made 
since no part of the civil hospital can be used for 
the troops. 18 Jan 1868. 2 items. 

South Australian Military. From Lt Col Hamley to the 158 
Private Secretary. Requests that reticulated water 
be supplied to the quarters of the married soldiers. 
Forwarded to the Hon. Chief Secretary. 
22 Jan 1868. 1p. 

South Australian Military. From Melbourne Headquarters to 159 
the Acting Governor of Adelaide. Forwards copy 
of General Order No.471 designating senior officers 
stationed in the colonies as Commandants. 
27 Feb 1868. 2 items. 

Letter. From Lt Fleury to Lt Colonel Hamley. Forwarding 160 
a request for the same allowance of ammunition for 
the 51st Queens Own as was granted to the 40th 
Regiment stationed in Adelaide in 1861. 16 Mar 1868. 
Request forwarded by Hamley to the Private Secretary 
17 Mar 1868. 2pp. 

South Australian Military. Effective State. 
1 Sept, 1 Oct, 1 Nov, 1 Dec, 1868. 

1 Apr, 1 May, 
6pp. 

161 

Letter. From Captain Scott to the Colonel Commanding. 162 
Asking for free transit by rail to and from Kapunda 
for a squadron of No.1 company . Company to fire a 
friendly match with the members of the Kapunda rifles. 
Free fare granted. 11 May 1868. 2 items. 

Letter. From Melbourne Headquarters to the Officer 163 
administering the government of S.A. Forwarding a 
letter re the scale of lodging allowance for 
the troops in South Australia. 15 July 1868. 
2 items. 

Volunteer Military Force No.142. From Captain Quinn to 164 
to Colonel Biggs. Reports irregular proceedings on 
the part of Sergeant Major McBride and others while 
at the Odfellows Hall at Port Adelaide. Breach of 
discipline. 13 July 1868. 1p. 
Volunteer Military Force No.164. From Lt Col Matthews 
to Colonel Biggs. Enclosing statement of Sergeant 
Lawrence No.1 Battery on conduct of Sergeant Major 
McBride on parade ground. 30 July 1868. 
2 items. 
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Volunteer Military Force. From Sergeant Major McBride 
to the Colonel Commandant. Requests that the 
Colonel Commandant will forward to the Han. Chief 
Secretary the enclosed statement re alleged breach of 
regulations by McBride. 
4 Aug 1868. 10pp. 
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Volunteer Military Force No.134. From Sgt Major McBride 166 
to the Colonel Commanding. Asks letter to be 
forwarded to the Han. Chief Secretary . Requests 
a copy of any charges that have been brought against 
him. 6 July 1868. 2pp. 
Memoranda. From Col Briggs. In reply to statements 
made in Sgt Major McBride's letter to Han. Chief 
Secretary dated 4 August 1868. 10 Aug 1868. 6pp. 

South Australian Military. Effective State. 
1 Jan 1869. lp. 

Letter. From Melbourne Headquarters to Governor Sir James 168 
Ferguson. Re two companies of the 2/14 
regiment from Hobart Town to relieve the 50th 
regiment about to embark for England in H.M.S. 
"Himalaya". 19 Feb 1869. lp. 

Correspondence. From Colonel Warburton and forwarded by 169 
Colonel Lowe to Private Secretary of Governor. 
Re r~quest for permission to attend Governor's 
Levy 'as Volunteer Officer. 11 May 1869. 2pp. 

Letter. From Lt Col Matthews to the Han. Chief Secretary. 170 
Re continuing with the position 
of Captain Commandant. 10 May 1869. lp. 

Volunteer Military Force No.310. From Chief Secretary's 171 
Office. Calling out the cavalry artillery and 
infantry for inspection on 24 May 1869 for Her 
Majesty's birthday. n.d. Received 17 May 1869. lp. 

Letter. From Melbourne Headquarters to Governor James 
Ferguson. Re distribution of Her Majesty's 
troops in the Australian colonies on their return 
from New Zealand. 17 June 1869. lp. 

Proposed draft. Relating to Volunteer Regulations. 173 
Includes enrolment, establishment, officers, parades, 
drills and other assemblies, discipline, returns and 
correspondence, leave of absence, etc. [typeset with 
handwritten notes in the margins]. 21 June 1869. 
7PP· 

Revised draft. Volunteer Regulations sent to printer. 174 
[corrections featured]. 25 June 1869. 
[2 copies]. 20pp. 

Volunteer Military Force No.67. From Lt Col Baker to 175 
the Colonel Commanding. Regarding his commission 
as Lt Col with the Volunteer Force. Submitted by 
the Colonel Commanding to the Chief Secretary. 



CHIEF SECRETARY'S OFFICE 

GRG 24 

Series 51 

Special List 

Page 20 

Volunteer Military Force No.75. From Under Secretary 176 
re a number of questions in a reply from Major Clarke, 
including whether or not command of cavalry has been 
filled, to enrolments processing. 
19 Aug 1869. 2pp. 

Volunteer Military Force No.125. From Lt. Col. Baker to 177 
the Colonel Commanding. Regarding his commission. 
25 Aug 1869. 2pp. 

Volunteer Military Force No.112. From Major Clarke to 178 
the Chief Secretary. Regarding commissions and the 
Additional Volunteer Regulation 15A. 
26 Aug 1869. 2pp. 

Volunteer Military Force No.59. From Captain Matthews 179 
to Lt Col Warburton. In regard to Lt Col Baker and 
Major Clark not re-enrolling and the possible 
intention of the government to drop the companies at 
Gawler and Kapunda. 16 Aug 1869. 6pp. 

Volunteer Military Force No.208. From Lieutenant Sergeant 180 
F. Darling to Lt Col Matthews. Regarding application 
for position of Commissioned Officer in Adelaide Half 
Battery of Artillery. 11 Sept 1869. 1p. 

Volunteer Military Force No.207. From late Hon. 181 
Commissioned Officer J. Perry to Colonel Commandant 
and forwarded by Captain Matthews. Application for 
commission in No.1 Adelaide Half Battery Artillery. 
13 Sept 1869. 2pp. 

Letter. From Officer Commanding Hamley to Private 182 
Secretary. Requesting permission to occasionally use 
the building on the square opposite North Terrace for 
the purpose of drill. 23 Dec 1869. 1p. 

South Australia. Volunteer Force Returns No.199. Ordered 183 
by the House of Assembly to be printed 30 
January 1869. Returns relating to the Volunteer 
Military Force 
1860-1868. [2 copies]. 
South Australia. Volunteer Force Returns and 
Regulations No.192. 
Laid on the table of Legislative Council 
5 January 1870 and ordered to be printed. Return 
relative to Volunteer Force and Copy of the 
Volunteer regulations. 9PP· 

Letter. From Victoria Barracks, Adelaide to Private 
Secretary. Re the Dry Creek detachment to be 
maintained at its original strength. 
21 Feb 1870. 1p. 

184 
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South Australia Military. Effective State. 3 Mar, 
3 Apr, 1870. [2 copies of each]. 1870. 4pp. 

Letter. From Victoria Barracks, Adelaide to the Private 
Secretary. Acknowledges letter re departure of 
the Governor from South Australia on 7 April 1870 
for one month. 
4 Apr 1870. 1p. 
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186 

Letter. From Melbourne Headquarters to Governor Ferguson. 187 
Re instructions from War Office, that No.1 Battery, 
1st Brigade Royal Artillery, the 2nd Battalion, and 
the 18th Royal Irish be ready to leave the 
Australian colonies around the end of July-
beginning of August. 
8 June 1870. 1p. 


