
Darby Johns (Chair, State Records Council), left, and Steve Stuckey (Assistant
Director, Collection Management, National Archives of Australia).
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National-state dialogue on archives
STEVE STUCKEY, National
Archives of Australia Assistant
Director-General (Collection
Management), addressed the State
Records Council at its monthly
meeting on 13 March, 2001,

He detailed National Archives'
strategies to improve record-keeping
in the Commonwealth and to improve
accessibility to its archives, that is, to
records of enduring value. 

These strategies seek to reverse
the decline in the standard of record
keeping in government over recent
years. They recognise the imperative
to ensure that there is quality in the
material held by the National
Archives – Since custody has ongoing
costs, in terms of preservation and
access. a ten – year review process
will see a reduction in present
holdings of post 1950 records. It will
also see the remaining records well
described – as far as practical at the
item level, and increasing digitising of
this collection and adding these
images to the database.

Archives pre–dating federation
and those identified by National
Archives staff as being in high
demand will remain in Adelaide, with
the remainder being re-located to
repositories in other states.

This is the first time that a
National Archives executive has met
with the Council and both parties saw
benefit in having similar discussions
in the future. 

Plans for ensuring adequate
police security surrounding the late
Sir Donald Bradman and the
Australian cricket team’s arrival in
Adelaide on 1 November, 1930, for a
civic reception are contained in the
Police Department's Correspondence
Files (GRG 5/2/1930/2272).

The security measures to ensure
Bradman was not mobbed by fans at
Adelaide Railway Station and at the
Adelaide Town Hall, where the
reception was held, are of particular
interest. 

On 29 October, Walter E. Hill,
Branch Manager of General Motors
Australia Pty Ltd, Adelaide, had sent
a confidential letter to the Police

Commissioner, Brig.-General
Raymond Leane, urging him that in
view of the large crowds Bradman
had encountered in Perth he should
ensure the necessary police support
would be available.

A flurry of paperwork ensued,
making sure the appropriate officers
were notified and appointed duties.
Bradman’s arrival and the reception
passed without incident.

This file also reveals that Bradman
had agreed to talk on radio 5AD
during the General Motors Family
Party Hour in Adelaide, and later in
Melbourne and Sydney, and that
General Motors were sponsoring his
travel arrangements.

From the Archives…

Making sure Bradman’s team was safe

Focus on access in the electronic age; Electronic records as evidence; Samoan study tour; New disposal
scheme; Defending SA; Details needed...; Postcards for sale; Copying policy information kits; New postal
address; Field trips educate staff; Forging ahead on major projects; A long track record for SA Railways;
Shooting relics conserved; Retiring Disposal Schedules; State Records Council Meetings.
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EVERY TWO YEARS the Council of
Federal, State and Territory Archives,
(COFSTA) and the National Archives
of Australia (NAA) jointly fund and
host a residential school. 

As in past years, State Records of
South Australia again participated by
sending representatives to the school
held in March 2001.

Donna Brunero, Victoria Horton
and Janet Newman from State Records
of South Australia spent a week
cloistered in the tiny New South Wales
village of Bungendore, 30 minutes
from Canberra, with representatives
from National Archives and other State
archives. 

COFSTA /NAA schools are very
intensive and focussed. The aim on this
occasion, as it has been in the past, was
to look at an issue of significance for
the Government archives of Australia –
this year it was Access in the Electronic
Age.

The week's proceedings were
structured around presentations 
by leading exponents in the field 
of reference and access in archives and
libraries, and the management 
of electronic records, all of which

The final two days took the form of
a workshop aimed at producing a
document that would be presented to
COFSTA. The participants developed a
list of six principles in relation to
reference and access, to which it was
hoped COFSTA would commit. 

A short list of desirable initiatives
was developed for each principle, with
some highlighted as feasible in the
short to medium term. This document
continued to be refined after
completion of the school, involving
distance participation by participants
via a list-serv.

The themes for the principles put
forward for inclusion in the draft
document related to equity, choice,
client’s needs and improved services,
accessibility and the role of access in
the record keeping process. 

Suggested initiatives included
addressing best practice standards to
meet cultural, disability and remote
user needs, and another for the
development of a COFSTA standard
for access to include all six principles. 

Apart from the main topic, many
other issues relevant to modern
archives were discussed informally,
good ideas implemented elsewhere
were squirreled away to bring back to
State Records, and an ongoing list-serv
established. 

One of the most exciting aspects of
the school was the opportunity to
network with like-minded people
working in similar institutions, which
helped to make the COFSTA
Residential School for 2001 exciting,
demanding and very rewarding.

Focus on access in the Electronic Age

THE WHOLE-OF-GOVERNMENT
Information and Records Management
Strategy Group, established in
October 1999, aims to improve
information and records management
practices across all State Government
agencies.  With representation from all
eleven portfolios, the Strategy Group
looks to maximise collaboration.  

One of the highlights from the
most recent meeting, on 22 February,
was the tabling of a survey for
distribution to agencies, the results of
which will drive the electronic records
project in setting priorities for future
action. 

This will enable State Records to
provide a vision for the future.
Agencies are asked to prioritise a
number of issues such as the
development of policies and
guidelines in metadata standards, web
management, hardware handling,
multi-jurisdictional responsibilities,
and ownership and version control.

THE THIRD MEETING of the
State and Local Government
Information Network, created to
provide information and gather
feedback about government
agencies’ records management and
archival practices, was held at Unley
Civic Centre on Thursday 5 April. 

The theme of the session was
Electronic Records as Evidence and
the two speakers were Gay
Henderson, Systems and Standards
Consultant from State Records, and
Sharon Birchall, Senior Document
Examiner from Forensic Science SA.

Ms Henderson presented a paper
on the SA Electronic Transaction Act
2000 and the Evidence Act 1929,
highlighting how the legal
framework affects the electronic
“non-traditional” features of
information transactions.

Ms Birchall gave a presentation

on the science of document
examination in a forensic context,
explaining how the integrity of a
document may be ascertained from
its physical characteristics and how
this was possible from an original or
a copy.

Following afternoon tea, three
groups were formed in which the
issues of Imaging and Evidence,
Electronic Records Policy, and
Software Evaluation were discussed.

Copies of papers will be made
available on the State Records
website.

The next session will be held on
Thursday, 12 July, and future
sessions are expected to cover issues
such as case studies, the legislative
environment, privacy and copyright.

Any enquiries regarding the
network can be made to Tamara
Wenham on 8343 6807.

Survey will drive
electronic records
project

Electronic records as evidence

Discussion was particularly
vigorous in relation to the
ways... access to records...
may be achieved in light of
current and future technology. 

stimulated much debate and 
analysis. 

Discussion was particularly
vigorous in relation to the ways in
which equitable access to records by
the community may be achieved in
light of current and future technology. 
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MS AVATEA Solomona, Head of
Corporate Information Services in the
Samoan Treasury Department, visited
State Records on 5 March as part of a
library and records study tour.

The one-day study tour in
Adelaide was arranged and sponsored
by SAGRIC International as one of
the components of the Samoa
Treasury Project, to provide Avatea
with a greater understanding of
developing, maintaining and
promoting meaningful records
management policies, systems and
standards. 

Avatea, who holds a Records
Management Certificate, a Certificate
in Management and is currently
studying for a Diploma in
Management, visited State Records to
develop an understanding of the
policies and practices used by a
government archives authority. 

At Gepps Cross she was briefed on
the appropriate preparation of records
for transfer and storage at State
Records, storage conditions and
facilities, preservation and
conservation issues and the procedures
used for the retrieval of records. 

Avatea spoke with Ruth Dickson

about the appraisal and disposal of
records, in particular the development
of Records Disposal Schedules and
how the schedules are used by State
Records and Government agencies,
and was given an overview of records
management issues by Wendy
Fewsdale.

She then visited the Department of

Treasury and Finance with Tamara
Wenham from State Records to view
the records management practices
utilised by that department. This visit
provided an informative agency
perspective on the use of computerised
records management systems, record
control and classification, and disposal
of records.

Later in the day, Avatea visited the
repository at Netley with Rebecca
O’Reilly to obtain a perspective on how
records of historical value are made
available to the public for research
purposes. Judy Jeffery provided her
with a tour of the permanent collection
and showed her examples of the types
of records available for public viewing. 

Avatea saw the operation of the
public reading room and spoke to
members of the public who were
researching specific areas of South
Australia’s history.

The tour gave Avatea a broad
understanding of the way the South
Australian Government manages its
records and the role of State Records
within that. She also gained insights
into the development of procedures,
standards and policies in records
management. State Records also
gained from her visit as it provided us
with a wider understanding of the
similarities and differences in records
management issues of another country. 

Samoan study tour of State Records

L to R: Narelle Potocki, Course Coordinator; Ruth Dickson, Archivist; Michael Hodder,
Manager, State Records; Avatea Solomona, participant and Head of Corporate Services,
Samoa Treasury Department.

ON 14 NOVEMBER 2000 the
State Records Council gave
provisional approval for General
Disposal Schedule 20 for Local
Government. 

Due to the complexities of the
functions and activities of local
government, this approval was issued
for a period of four months to allow
State Records to review the adequacy
of the schedule. 

The schedule was then issued to all
councils with the request that any
suggested amendments be forwarded to
State Records for consideration by the
reformed Local Government General
Disposal Schedule Working Party.

The schedule has been revised
based on the submissions from

councils, consultants and examination
of records during sentencing projects.
All amendments were the result of
careful consideration by the Working
Party. Additional record examples and
index entries have been added to the
revised schedule. 

The revised General Disposal
Schedule 20 Local Government was
finally approved by State Records
Council on 13 March 2001 for a
period of 5 years, and has been issued
to councils with an explanation of the
most significant amendments

For more information please
contact Wendy Fewsdale, Records
Program Advisor, Local and State
Government, tel. 8343 6833 or e-mail
fewsdale.wendy@saugov.sa.gov.au. 

New disposal schedule for 
local government 
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BEFORE FEDERATION, South
Australia - like the other Australian
colonies - was responsible for
defending itself. While it was never
called upon to exercise that
responsibility, the planning and
preparation for defence was a part of
19th century life.

State Records has an interesting set
of records documenting coastal
fortifications inspired by the Crimean
War. They were transferred to State
Records in August 1996 from Services
SA after being found by a member of
that agency’s staff, and consist of two
series of plans of coastal fortifications,
GRS 4614 and GRS 4615. 

GRS 4614 consists of plans for a
proposed battery at Semaphore on the
site of the current Fort Glanville.
However, the plans are not of Fort
Glanville. According to a note on the
plans, they were prepared by E Harding
Stewart, a captain in the Royal
Engineers in England, and were sent to
South Australia for consideration by the
colonial government. 

The drawings are fine examples of
the quality of work to be found in 19th
century architectural records and were
created on high quality paper. The
drawings are hand water coloured in
such detail that items such as the grain
of the wooden doors are easy to
distinguish.

GRS 4615 consists of plans for Fort
Largs and would appear to document
the fort as it was constructed, although

this is not certain. The plans in this
series are not hand water coloured and
seem to have been produced later than
those in GRS 4614. 

State Records holds other records
concerning colonial defence activities,
including plans of Fort Glanville in
GRG 7/78, GRG 7/132 and GRG
7/133; plans of Fort Largs within GRG
38/63; copies of drawings for
Semaphore Battery (ie Fort Glanville)
in GRG 38/79; and plans for proposed
forts at Glanville and Largs Bay in
GRG 38/81. 

Other records detail the raising of
forces to serve in the Boer War and the
acquisition and operations of HMCS
Protector, as well as the establishment
of various volunteer forces throughout
South Australia. The membership of
these forces was often directly affected
by perceived external threats such as
the Crimean War.

The notes of previous archivists
suggest that the plans within GRG 7/78
travelled extensively before their final
location at State Records. A note
accompanying the listing for GRG 7/78
states:

“The plans were transferred by the
State government to the
Commonwealth Government when the
latter took over national defence
following Federation. They were
returned to the State after Fort
Glanville was transferred to the South
Australian Publicity and Tourist Bureau
for use as a caravan park. 

The plans were obtained from the
caravan park supervisor by Mr B
Hastings (S.A. Housing Trust) and
transferred to the Archives in 1961.”

The same note suggests that the
plans, which have an identical
numbering system to those in GRS
4614, were prepared by a different
officer of the Royal Engineers to that
indicated on the plans within GRS
4614.

The movement of defence records
between South Australia and the
Commonwealth is also reflected in a
note accompanying the series listing for
GRG 38/79. The note states that the
records were: “Received through H.Q.,
Central Command, Keswick in 1965.”

The notes and descriptions
accompanying the various GRG
records held by State Records relating
to defence regularly mention
Commonwealth Records Series held by
the Adelaide office of the National
Archives of Australia.

State Records also holds a variety
of Research Notes, some prepared by
members of the public and others by
archival staff, describing various
colonial defence matters. 

One of the most detailed of these
describes the actions of the HMCS
Protector during the Boxer Rebellion.
The Protector left Adelaide – then
capital of a self governing colony - on
August 6, 1900 and returned on
January 6, 1901 to a member state of a
federated Commonwealth. 

Defending South Australia

A BLACK AND WHITE FILM
reproduced on video of a Bordertown
Higher Primary School ANZAC Day
procession in the 1930's is held in the
State Records collection under
GRG7/77/89/3.

Although there’s no soundtrack,
you can feel the excitement of the
festivity as the community comes alive
with gaiety, drama and dance.

The children's costumes and horse
driven floats featured high attention to
detail, as did the choreography of the
various dance routines.

It was obviously a very successful
day for the Bordertown community. In

the Bordertown Watch it appears that in
the 1930s these were annual ANZAC
Day events at Frew Park. Many local
schools were involved in the sports,
music and dance competitions that took
place. 

We believe this event may be
associated with one of these days,
however we cannot locate the details in
the Bordertown Watch. If you have any
suggestions or other leads, please refer
to the back page for our contact details.

You are welcome to visit our Public
Reading Room at 222 Marion Road
Netley to view the video or the many
other videos in our collection.

Details needed on Bordertown ANZAC procession
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...IS THE STRONG message that the
South Australian Government was
promoting in its World War One recruiting
posters. 

State Records has reproduced 17 of
these bold coloured posters as postcards
which are for sale at the Public Reading
Room, 222 Marion Road Netley. Individual
cards are available, including envelope, at
$1.20 for small postcard sizes (approx. size
A6) or $1.50 for large postcard size
(approx. size A5). 

A full set of the 17 cards (with
envelopes) can be ordered by mail for $30.
See back page of this newsletter for our
postal address. All prices include GST.

Be quick while stocks last…

Australians your country needs you…

STATE RECORDS is developing a
policy and procedures for "requests for
copying for publication" generated by
the public, private organisations and
agencies. 

Such a policy recognises the
tremendous value of the records in its
custody and seeks to promote State
Records holdings to the wider
community not only for research and
study, but also for publication in all
formats and media. 

Search Room staff has been faced
with a growing number of requests for
copying by its diverse clientele,
generally falling into two categories:
'research and study' and 'publication'. 

Some copying without the
permission of the copyright owner is
allowed under the Copyright Act 1968.
Such copying is termed 'fair dealing',
which provides that it is not infringing
copyright to reproduce a reasonable
portion of a work for research or study,
criticism or review and news reporting.

'Publication', on the other hand, is
defined as reproduction in any format
or media made available to the
community or to an audience, either
free of charge or for a fee. This includes
broadcasts, film and video productions,
slide shows, CD-ROM, Web sites,
exhibition and display, as well as
books.

Most of the material in the State
Records archives is unpublished, which
means it remains in copyright until first
published. Copyright of public records,
however, is not necessarily vested in
State Records. In general, the
government department or agency that
created the records, or its successor
agency, owns copyright. Publication of
unpublished records or extracts of the
records requires written permission
from the copyright holder if the item is
still in copyright.

Until now, copying requests have
been handled by State Records staff on
an informal, case-by-case basis without
written guidelines. The development of
a policy on copying for publication and
related procedures will help simplify
and standardise these requests - for

Information kits will detail copying policy
customers as well as for State Records
staff. 

The procedures will be packaged as
information kits available on the Web
site or as print brochures. 

State Records encourages the
widest knowledge and use of its
holdings. Researchers, however, may
sometimes find it difficult to locate
archival material referred to in
publications because the items have
been cited incorrectly by the author. 

References to archival records
differ from references to books or other
types of published material. An
archival record is usually part of a
series created or maintained by an
agency.

A guide to State Records' preferred
citation style for archival records will
be included in the copying for
publication information kits. Accurate
citation of records referred to in
publication enables people to find and
use the records, and ensures easy
retrieval by staff when the records are
requested again.

State Records Search Room staff
anticipates that the new policy and
information kits will facilitate ease of
copying for publication by all of State
Records' clients, while promoting
greater access to and knowledge of its
remarkable holdings.

Please Note:
State Records
now has a new
postal address. 
PO Box 40 
Enfield Plaza 
SA 5085
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STATE RECORDS has recently re-
introduced field trips to other archival
collections and related organisations
around Adelaide as a staff
development activity.

The most recent field trips
included one to Albox Australia Pty
Ltd in Kent Town. Albert Rea, the
company’s National Marketing
Manager, conducted the tour and
showed State Records staff the
extensive range of Albox archival
products made of polypropylene,
including boxes of all shapes and
sizes to house records, hats, CDs
among other items, filing systems,
and photograph albums. 

The products are exported
overseas as well as being sold within
Australia. Archival quality storage
materials and considerations for
storing records and memorabilia were
also discussed.

Another enjoyable visit was
undertaken to the library and archives
of the Botanic Gardens of Adelaide.

The librarian, Karen Dankiw,
conducted the tour and showed State
Records staff the specialised and
wide-ranging collection of rare books,
photographs, pictures, postcards,
illustrations and records reflecting the
day to day running of the Botanic
Gardens, dating back to 1855. 

The Botanic Gardens and State
Herbarium Library archival
collection is a treasure-trove that

ANALYSIS OF OPTIONS for
improved facilities for State Records
is well advanced and several sites for
a possible city-based presence have
been scrutinised.

This would operate in
conjunction with a repository.

The project provides an
opportunity to examine currently
available storage systems,
particularly those not available when
the present major shelving
installations were done 15 years ago.
Closely associated with the facilities
project is managing the withdrawal
from direct provision of services over
temporary records – that is, those
records that do not have enduring
value to the community. 

The Department’s Accredited
Purchasing Unit has approved the
preparation of an expression of
interest by the private sector to
undertake this function. The policy
framework being prepared to govern
this arrangement will define the
responsibilities of agencies, the
private sector providers and State
Records. 

During February-March, 2000
metres of records were dealt with in
the unsentenced records backlog
project. Long-term, permanent
records identified in this exercise will
continue to be managed directly by
State Records. 

Because the whole Gepps Cross
repository was surveyed to define the
scope of the project, it has enabled
arrears of destruction (of sentenced
records whose retention periods have
been met) to be identified. 

During February-March, more
than 1200 metres of records were the
subject of destruction notifications to
agencies. The State Records Act
requires agencies to authorise the
destruction of records held in State
Records, notwithstanding the
application of approved disposal
schedules. The new archival
management system is now closer to
realisation, and in March the
acquisition plan was formally
approved.

includes descriptions of the
acquisition of various items, such as
statuary, to add to the beautification
and interest of the Gardens.

The library also possesses the
letter, translated from German,
relating to the acquisition of the kit
for the construction of the Palm
House, under the then Director, 
Dr Richard Schomburgk. 

There are books on almost every
conceivable subject relating to plants
and their study — plants and
medicine, plants and art, the history
and evolution of plants to name just a
few. The oldest book possessed by
the Botanic Gardens is a book dating
back to the 16th century, translated
from Greek into Latin, relating to
herbs.

Exhibits included a photograph of
the 1922 Board of Directors of the
Botanic Gardens – which included
one woman, but only because she 
was standing in on behalf of her
husband. Later, she became a
member of the Board in her own right
– she did possess a Master of Science
degree. 

A brief get together at the end of
the tour included refreshments at the
Botanical Gardens café in an idyllic
setting.

Other trips planned for the near
future include a visit to Parliament
House to visit the Library and the
Legislative Council and House of
Assembly Archives. 

A visit to the Land Titles Office is
being arranged to see the way its
records complement those in the
State Records repository.
Government House has also kindly
agreed to a visit, and another is
planned to the Art Gallery of South
Australia. The ideas are flowing! 

The visits are interesting and
educational, and show State Records
staff what type of records other
collecting institutions possess, what
complementarities can be found in
these collections, and how we can
assist researchers visiting our Search
Room at Netley in tracking down
these other records. 

Field trips educate State
Records staff

Forging ahead
on major projects

The visits... show State
Records staff what type of
records other collecting
institutions possess, what
complementarities can be
found in these collections,
and how we can assist
researchers visiting our
Search Room at Netley in
tracking down these other
records. 



Railway staff with recruiting team, 1916.  GRG 35/342 (GN 4356, HTSA)
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SINCE THE BEGINNING of the
year more than 120 items have received
some form of preservation treatment
and, as usual, involve a reasonable
cross-section of the types of material
held by State Records.

One of the more unusual items
involved was found in one of the Police
Modus Operandi reports (GRG5/46/1910
No.2779). The file included an expended
bullet removed from the skirting board of
the Lion Hotel during an investigation
into an unsuccessful ‘shooting with
intent’ incident - complete with shavings
of skirting board! 

The envelope containing the bullet
had been split and torn by its weight, so
it was replaced with a strong and
chemically inert Mylar film pocket and
re-attached to the file.

Two large Honour Roll boards from
Auburn (MRG8/18) received minor
repairs and cleaning, and have now
been protectively housed in dustproof
buckram portfolios - involving a test of
minor carpentry skills that had to be
brought into play.

Seventeen volumes of Unley
Primary School Admission Registers
have been subjected to a variety of
treatments ranging from simple acid-
free dust wrappers to extensive paper
repairs and complete rebinding
(GRS2024/1). 

Two volumes of Munno Para West
Assessment Books (GRS2004/1 -
1852-62 and 1862-69) have also been
completely repaired and rebound.
Another box of Lands Department
Correspondence Files (GRG
35/2/1862-64) has been indexed,
repaired as necessary and interleaved in
acid-free slips, bring the total number
of boxes thus treated to 11 (1856 to
1864).

A very dirty series of files from the
Adelaide Observatory concerning Time
Measurement and Terrestrial
Magnetism (GRG31/8) has been
treated by dry cleaning, paper repair
and re-housing in acid-free 4-flap
folders. Fortunately most items were on
high quality rag papers, so damage had
been relatively minimal.

Shooting relics conserved

AGREEMENT WAS REACHED
with the National Archives of Australia
in March for the transfer of 700 shelf
metres of permanent records of the
former South Australian Railways
(SAR). 

This will complement records
transferred direct to State Records
before SAR was merged into
Australian National Rail. 

Some records date back to the 19th
century, including 1877 Schedules of
contract quantities relating to the
construction of railway lines. 

Copies of correspondence for the
Riverland area start at 1897, field note
books date from 1880 to 1930, and
there are two series of field survey
books from 1867 to 1976. 

Quorn service records run from
1883 to 1927 and there are 20 metres of
lease agreements dating from 1877-
1975. What is contained in the
Agreements relating to the working of
the Port Augusta-Oodnadatta Railway

1913-18? Or the Northern Territory
Railway single line plans, Palmerston
and Pine Creek Line, 1881-1894? 

Aerial survey photographs of
various locations within South
Australia1954-1970, as well as Broken
Hill, provide a striking record of
change. 

A long track record for SA Railways

One of the key starting places for
research is the 6 metres of annual index
books to correspondence filed and
dockets 1925-1980. 

National Archives has provided a
complete copy of all its documentation
over these records. 

Retiring disposal
schedules
PRIOR TO THE implementation of
the State Records Act, on 31 October
1997, records disposal
determinations required approval
from the Libraries Board of South
Australia.  

One of the Act’s transitional
provisions specifies that all such
determinations continue in operation
until the Manager of State Records
otherwise determines with the
approval of the State Records
Council.  

These earlier determinations
rarely had expiry dates.  There are
over a thousand of them, technically
current and still legal instruments.
They were distributed through the
Whole of Government Information
and Records Management Strategy
Group in April 2001 to determine
their continuing relevance.  

The objective is that from 1
January 2003, all disposal
determinations in use will have been
approved by the State Records
Council and have expiry dates.



8 recordSArchives – April 2001

State Records Council Meetings

CONTACT DETAILS
State Records of South Australia
recordSArchives newsletter:

PO Box 40

ENFIELD PLAZA SA 5085

Tel: 8343 6800

Fax: 8260 6133

e-mail: staterecords@saugov.sa.gov.au

13 March 2001Council Meeting

National strategies
STEVE STUCKEY, Assistant
Director-General (Collection
Management), National Archives of
Australia, gave a comprehensive
briefing to the Council on the
National Archives’ strategies. Council
saw benefit in having opportunities
for similar discussions in the future. 

State Records Strategic Projects
Officer, Neil Smith, explained the
new directions for managing official
records of temporary value. By the
end of 2001 it is envisaged that State
Records will have withdrawn from
the direct provision of such services.
Agencies will be responsible for this
activity within a policy framework
and standards developed by State
Records. Council reviewed and
approved the draft standards. 

Council was advised that the
Manager of State Records recently
signed an agreement with the
National Archives of Australia for the

transfer of 700 shelf metres of records
of the former South Australian
Railways. Technically, such records
are Commonwealth records and thus
can only be accepted as “records other
than official records”. 

Council considered the recent
Parliamentary debates regarding
Motorola and the records
management issues that had been
raised. Council also noted the copies
of correspondence it had received
from the Friends of South Australia’s
Archives and the Australian Society
of Archivists concerning regulations
covering the records of the Police
Operations Intelligence Section.

The Council approved the
following schedules:
• RDS 2000/39 Department of Human

Services - Epidemiology Branch 
The schedule is intended to cover the

operational records of the Epidemiology

Branch. The main function of the agency

is to identify and analyse trends in the

health status of the South Australian

population. 

RDS 2000/39 supersedes the Public &

Environmental Health Service RDS

1998/13, in so far as the Epidemiology

Branch records are concerned. Effective

from 13 March to 30 June 2011.

• RDS 2000/21 Division of Multicultural
Affairs - Department of Premier and
Cabinet
The draft covers the ongoing records of

the Commission and the Office from

approximately 1972, and will provide

continuing cover for the Division to 2011.

No RDS is superseded or cancelled and

thus no transition arrangements are

required. Effective from 13 March 2001 to

30 June 2011.

• General Disposal Schedule 20 for Local
Government in South Australia
This schedule was due to come to Council

in March, after receiving four months

preliminary approval from November

2000 to 13 March 2001. This general

disposal schedule has now been given full

approval with the effective date from 13

March 2001 to 30 June 2006.

Department of Administrative 
and Information Services

6 February 2001 Council Meeting

Trial changes
AT ITS FIRST MEETING for 2001,
Council noted the media publicity on
the National Archives’ operations in
Adelaide and the invitation issued by
the Chair for Steve Stuckey, Assistant
Director-General (Collection Manage-
ment), to brief the Council. 

Council considered the Service
South Australia project, and saw
considerable scope for State Records
to benefit.

The Manager of State Records
presented a draft collection strategy for
parliamentary records. This strategy
has considered comparative interstate
practices and has been agreed to by the
Mortlock Library. A final document
will be presented to Council in a few
months time. 

Council was briefed on the trial
changes to the way records were
provided to the Netley search room
during November-December 2000, and
the outcome. Batched times for
retrievals will cease, and there will be
twice-daily deliveries to Netley of those
records requested by researchers which
are held at Gepps Cross.

Council expressed concern at the
seemingly perennial risk of fire
destroying school records. 

The Council approved the
following schedules:
• RDS 2001/05 Business Services DAIS

reissue of RDS 1434 with amendments
For a variety of reasons, the distributed

nature of recordkeeping and technical

complexity of functions within the

Department RDS 1999/17 does not provide

an effective tool to deal with this “backlog”

Project. RDS 1434 although not ideal was

drafted with these records in mind but had

been superseded by 1999/17. It has been

made that RDS 1434 be amended and

reissued for a limited period of five years to

facilitate effective disposal of this large

quantity of complex and important records.

Effective February 2001 to February 2006.

• RDS 2000/38 Clinical Planning,
Hospitals & Professional Services - Dept
of Human Services
The schedule is intended to cover the

operational records of Clinical Planning,

Hospital & Professional Services and its

predecessor agencies, in addition to the

management section of Strategy &

Operations which is closely linked.

Effective 6 February 2001 until 30 June

2011.

• RDS 2001/02 For the records of the
former Electricity Trust of South
Australia
This schedule was written following an

appraisal of unscheduled ETSA records as

part of the Backlog Project 2000/2001.

Effective from 6 February 2001 to 30 June

2011.

• GDS 19 For State Government Agencies
and Local Government Authorities -
Amendment
The amendments make permanent all

microfilmed copies of correspondence

maintained in a Minister’s office.. Effective

March 2000 to 30 June 2001.


